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“Consultation process" called a farce 

Activists to protest when Axworthy Committee comes to town 



by Melanie Newton 

Montréal labour and anti-poverty 
groups will send a dear message to 
the federal government next week 
— we disagree with your social pol- 
icy reform proposals and we think 
the “consultation process" is a 
sham. 

When the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on social policy reform 
comes to town on Wednesday, De- 
cember 6, The Montréal Coalition 
to Save Our Social Programs (La 
Coalition pour la survie des pro- 
grammes sociaux) plans to meet 
them with a demonstration. Simi- 
lar protests have already happenned 
around the country. Students in 
Regina stormed the building where 
the consultation was being held and 
stopped the entire process. 

Led by Liberal MPs Sheila Fine- 
stone and Martin Cauchon, the 
Parliamentary Committee is being 
touted as the federal government’s 
way of letting citizens have their say. 
But according to welfare rights ac- 
tivists, the questions and challeng- 
es they have about the Green Paper 
are not really on the agenda. 

“We believe that this whole con- 
sultation process is just masking the 
fact that a lot of these decisions have 
already been made about the ori- 
entation of the changes,” said John 
Kinloch, the co-ordinator of Mul- 
ticaf, a community kitchen and 
anti-poverty group in Côte-des- 
Neiges. 

At a community meeting two 
weeks ago organised by the Coali- 
tion, Montréalers demanded to 
know why unemployment insur- 
ance, welfare and education have 
been targetted in the Green Paper. 

Labour and student organisa- 
tions across the country have sug- 
gested that the government try ba- 
sic tax reform to heal Canada’s 
financial woes. 

“The government’s agenda 
wants to maintain low corporate 
tax, and to hide this agenda they are 
willing to go after welfare and edu- 
cation. What we see in the docu- 
ment put out by Axworthy and in 
all kinds of government pro- 
nouncements is that the poor are 
the reason for the deficit, ” said Kin- 
loch. 

He added, “Our argument is that 
you should look at tax rates and in- 
terest rates, and the rate at which 
corporations pay tax and at which 
the rich pay tax.” 

In a document entitles The 
Straight Facts released recently, the 
Canadian Labour Congress said 
that, under the current tax system, 
the average income household pays 
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How to get involved 

On December 6, the Federal Committee responsible for 
the consultations on this reform will be in Montréal. 
Meet at 1pm at Multi Caf (5829 Côte-des-Neiges) or at 
Project Genesis (5940 Victoria). 

For information call the Côte-des-Neiges/ Snowdon 
Community Council: 739-7731, Multi Caf: 733-0554, or 
Project Genesis: 738-2036. 



24 per cent of their income to the 
federal government when all feder- 
al taxes are added together. By con - 
trast, the richest ten per cent pay 
just 20 per cent. 

The document also states that S 1 
of every S3 of corporate profits is 
earned by corporations which paid 
no corporate income tax. 

Activists saw it coming 

Both Kinloch and Jean Yves, co- 
ordinator of the Table régionale des 



organismes voluntaires pour 
l’éducation populaire (TROVEP), 
said that the ideas outlined in the 
Green Paper are the latest — not the 
first — in a series of attacks on Ca- 
nadian social services. 

Kinloch pointed to the provincial 
Liberal government’s 1993 decision 
to limit the benefits of most catego- 
ries of welfare recipients. The new 
provincial policy, which was opposed 
by most Québec welfare groups, went 
into effect on October 1 this year. 



There are currently 783,245 
Québeckers on welfare. About ten 
per cent of the population is offi- 
cially unemployed, with 64,2 per 
cent of the households on welfare 
being single parent households. 

According to Yves, the shift in 
provincial and federal poliev was 
obvious. So much so that the Coa- 
lition was set up in May, months 
before the Green Paper’s release, 
specifically to fight the Axworthy 
reforms, because many labour and 
anti-poverty organisations saw 
them coming. 

“What Lloyd Axworthy is doing 
is an extension of what you saw with 
the Québec welfare reform, which 
we don’t need at this time. It starts 
from the premise that we have to 
cut and then we’ll work from there, 
and that’s not the premise we want 
to start with,’’ said Kinloch. 

Who's the problem? 

The government seems to agree 
with welfare rights, labour and stu- 
dent organisations that the deficit, 
poverty and unemployment are a 
problem. But they can’t seem to see 
eye to eye on exactly what the na- 
ture of the problem is. 

The Green Paper outlines a plan 
to help Canadians “get and keep 
jobs.” According to the paper, the 
problem is not a lack of j obs, rather 
a lack of skilled workers who can do 
the jobs available. 

Opponents say that this assump- 
tion is, at best, erroneous. 

“All of the proposals in the Ax- 
worthy Discussion paper are based 
on a false assumption. The govern- 
ment acts as if hundreds of thou- 
sands of good jobs are available and 
just waiting for sufficiently qualified 



workers! Nothing could be further 
from the truth,” reads a pamphlet 
distributed by the Coalition. 

Kinloch says that, although the 
ideas in the Paper may not become 
law before winter 1995, “time is a 
concern” in the fight to get the gov- 
ernment to consider alternatives. 

“! think they’ve already started 
to implement a lot of things. Ax- 
worthy’s trying to downplay the 
impact of it, but it opens the door 
to all kinds of changes and cutbacks. 
Now is the time to make it clear that 
we are not in favour in the things 
being proposed,” he said. 

The 51 -member Coalition in- 
cludes mainly unions and anti-pov- 
erty groups. So far the only student 
organisations which have joined 
have been from L’Université de 
Québec à Montréal. 

Organisations from Montréal 
and Ontario will send representa- 
tives to next Wednesday’s demon- 
stration. Speakers will address the 
crowd in English and French. There 
will also be a moment of silence to 
commemorate the Polytechnique 
massacre, which occurred on De- 
cember 6 1989. 

The place of the sitting of the Par- 
liamentary Committee has notyet been 
announced, so demonstrators are 
asked to meet at the offices of their lo- 
cal anti-poverty groups. Everyone is 
encouraged to make an effort to attend. 

On November 28 and 29, a bus load of 
protesters organised by the Coalition toSave 
Our Social Programs went to Québec City 
to stage a demonstration at the opening of 
the National Assembly. They constructed a 
shantytown out of Party Québécois posters 
to remind the provincial government that 
poverty and homelessness are still a serious 
problem in Québec. 



Researcher Anna Rosmus speaks at McGill 

Disturbing tales from post-Holocaust Germany 



by Tamar Milstein 

Despite harassment, lawsuits, ver- 
bal and physical abuse, threats and 
other instances of hate, Anna Ros- 
mus of Passau, Germany has been 
doggedly working since 1980 to re- 
veal the carefully concealed Nazi 
past of her hometown. 

The author of several books on 
the subject of wartime Passau and 
the heroine of the movie The Nasty 
Girl, Anna Rosmus spoke at McGill 
on Wednesday, November 16 as 
part of the Anne G. Bailey Lecture 
Series on Human Rights. 

Hitler’s childhood home for a 
year, Passau was the site of Eich- 



mann’s wedding, and more signifi- 
cantly, the site of the latter’s cre- 
ation of the Reich’s plans for Jew- 
ish deportation and the annexation 
of Austria. 

Because of her courageous inves- 
tigations, “social isolation, hate, in- 
trigue and envy became constant 
companions” for Rosmus. A victim 
of violent attacks in public places 
including restaurants, she said that 
“death threats since many years 
have been an intimate part of my 
life.” In addition, her two young 
daughters have been targeted in 
threats. 

In the face of such hostile obsta- 
cles, “I have to ask myself if I can 



justify” this pursuit of justice, Ros- 
mus said. 

Her movie alone is testimony to 
her enormous, and as of yet incom- 
plete success. The Nasty Girl re- 
ceived an Oscar nomination and 
the best film award in the 1 990 Ber- 
lin Film Festival. Yet, the local Pas- 
sau newspaper barely mentioned its 
existence, she said. 

But such negligence is typical of 
a town that clammed up 14 years 
ago, when the veteran winner of an 
earlier national essay contest about 
Freedom in Europe began research 
on a second essay. Its focus was “My 
Hometown During the Third Re- 
ich.” 



Rosmus spoke in detail to the 
audience of the packed lecture hall 
about Passau’s World War II past. 
Its history was scarred by numer- 
ous events, including the first offi- 
cial anti-Jewish boycott in 1926, the 
1936 delivery of a Jewish citizen of 
Passau to Gestapo hands by two 
prominent town priests, and later, 
a mass murder. 

“Newborn and unborn babies 
were killed out of their mothers’ 
wombs - some of them even piece- 
meal,” the impassioned speaker 
said. 



continued on page 9 
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*• Souvlaki(dish) 

*• Chicken Breast 
(broiled) 

Chicken or Souvlaki 
(on pita with fries) 

* Filet Mignon 

(with mushroom sauce) 

* Caesar Salad 

* Greek Salad 



Monday 
to Friday 11am to 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 
11am to 4pm 



ENTREES: 

CHOICE OF MAIN DISHES: 

* Shish Kebab (ÉS) 

* Souvlaki (P JffWW 

* Filet of Sole 

* Chicken Brochette 

* Filet Mignon Medallion 

(with mushroom sauce) 

* Butterfly Shrimp 
DESSERTS: É®jÉ 

* Baklava ^ 

*- Black Forest Cake 
*- Crème Caramel 

* Coffee or Tea 
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Giant Screen • Pool Tables • Musik from Abba to Zappa 
4175 St-Laurent or 6 Rachel East • 843-6843 
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POSTGRADUATE - 1 YEAR 
MINISTRY APPROVED 

TEACHER TRAINING 

COURSES IN 

GREAT BRITAIN 
AND 

AUSTRALIA 



For more information about 

1 Criteria for acceptance 

2 Accomodations 

3 Travel Arrangements 

4 Health Coverage 

5 OSAP 

PHONE TEACH: (905) 388-7158 

FAX: (905) 388-9682 



SIENA SIMMER \Il SIC, 
INSTITUT I Florence) 

}»»* fjl 



Culture, language, travel, 
concerts, Credit/non-credit? 

Rome, Venice, 3 days in 
Switzerland. Students, Grads, 
Professionals: July 15 to August 17, 
Cost $1,735. Special low cost charter 
(light; Write/call: 

SESSIONE SENESE PER LA MUSICA/ARTE 
Director, 595 Prospect Road, 
Waterbury, CT 06706 
203-754-5741 



OPTOMETRIST 



• Eyes Examined 

• Eye Glasses (2 fori) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 



Multimedia 

4S6 75Mhz\ 



IBM Blue Lightning 75Mhz CPU 

Intel Overdrive ZIP socket 

Math Co-processor 

256k Cache RAM 

4Mb, 72-pin, 32-bit SIMMs 

280Mb Hard Disk, 12ms 

3.5' Floppy Drive 

14' SVGA Monitor, 0.28mm, HI 

VESA Local Bus (32-bit): 

Video Card, 1 Mb, with 
Win Accelerator 6c 
Hard Disk Controller 
2 Serial Ports 
with (16C550 Fast UART) 

1 Parallel Port (Bi-directional) 



1 Game Port 
Mini-tower with 
230W Power 
101 Keyboard, 

Bilingual 

Mouse & Pad » 

Double-Speed I 

CD-ROM \ 

Sound Card 
1 Microphone 

1 Mini-Earphone 
set 

2 CDs 

2 Year Warranty Parts 6c 
Labour 




for Complete System 

For more information contact Max at: 

M ega-PC Inc- 341-4119 

6999 Côte des Neiges SS2ZO, Montreal, H3S 2B8 













MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1994 



• NEWS • 



THE MSGILL DAILY 



3 



In Caria Federation of SUnls 

prepares hr tattle ( an interview by Kris Schantz J 



Daily: In short, what Is the CFS? 

Caron: The Canadian Federation of Stu- 
dents (CFS) is a national alliance of students 
from across the country. The CFS was creat- 
ed in 1981 from the remnants from what was 
called the Nation Union of Students... today 
it represents 440, 000 students from Canadi- 
an universities and colleges, in 65 student as- 
sociations. 

The founding principles of the CFS are to 
fight for affordable, accessible and quality 
post-secondary education. The CFS is the 
longest living national student association in 
the history of Canada. 

What role does McGill play In the CFS? 

McGill undergraduates aren’t members of 
the CFS, but McGill graduates through the Post 
Graduate Student Society (PGSS) decided by 
referendum to join the CFS as full members in 
May 1993. There was an agreement made in 
1981 between the CFS and the Association na- 
tionale des étudiants et étudiantes du Québec 
(ANEEQ), through which they agreed to work 
together, and the CFS decided not to pursue 
any active recruitment in Québec. Since then, 
ANEEQ has lost some of its power, and the 
PGSS decided to apply for membership in the 
CFS. Since that time, the PGSS has been very 
involved in both the CFS and the National 
Graduate Council , which is the graduate com- 
ponent of the CFS. The Vice President of the 
National Graduate Council is from McGill. 

The CFS has criticized Lloyd Axworthy's plans 
from day one, and has organized a nationwide 
student strike on January 25, 1995 In opposi- 
tion to the proposed changes to Canada's so- 
cial security programs. What suggestions does 
the CFS offer for solving Canada's current fi- 
nancial problems? 

We understand and appreciate the federal 
government’s financial problems and financial 
constraints... W e want to partiripate in the con- 
sultation, which we did when we presented a 
brief directly to the Human Resources depart- 
ment Standing Committee on November 4, in 
which we stated that yes, the post-secondary 
education system needs to be reviewed. We 
agree with that wholeheartedly, with the fed- 
eral government. This is not the problem. 

The main problem is the fact that the con- 
sultation, if it is to be accepted by the gov- 
ernment, must come within the parameters 
which are being offered — that is, the elimi- 
nation of $2.3 billion in cash transfers and 
the implementation of an income-contingent 
loan repayment plan, with the creation of the 
perception that from now on post-second- 
ary education is to be considered as a price 
investment rather than society’s responsibil- 
ity. 

If we try to bring in any options that do 
not include cutting $2.3 billion or the loan 
plan, than we are considered as radicals and 
as unreasonable. We believe that whatever 
outcome the consultation brings, it will not 
solve the problem, and will actually jeopar- 
dize post-secondary education if [Axwor- 
thy’s] measures are implemented. 

It is our belief, from the numerous meet- 
ings we have had with representatives of the 
federal government, including Mr. Axwor- 
thy, that the government intends to proceed 
with this, and the consultation will not 
change anything. That is why we are orga- 
nizing this strike, which we are considering 
more of a proactive- move than a- reactive 



The McGill Daily recently interviewed Guy Caron, President of the 
Canadian Federation of Students (CFS). Although McGill 
undergraduates are not members of the CFS, Caron’s comments ' 
touched on issues which will affect all McGill students. 
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move in the way that Mr. Axworthy is asking 
for consultations from “ordinary Canadians”, 
and we want to offer him a mass consulta- 
tion from “ordinary students”. 

The CFS is a grass roots organization. We 
want individual members to have a chance 
to express their feelings. That is why the Jan- 
uary 25 strike will be a perfect opportunity 
for Lloyd Axworthy to hear from approxi- 
mately half a million students. 

What do you feel Is the Importance of a strong, 
unified, national student body during this crisis? 

It’s absolutely necessary, and is crucial at 
this present time. One of the tactics that Mr. 
Axworthy has tried to use up to now was to 
divide the student movement. It’s crucial to 
have a unified student movement at this time, 
more than ever. If we are divided, Mr. Ax- 
worthy will be able to implement whatever 
he wishes, and we will have a post-secondary 
system that nobody wants, but nobody could 
have prevented because we were too divided. 

The CFS has often been criticized In the past 



for being unorganized and Ineffectual. What 
action Is the CFS taking to resolve their past 
problems so that It will be able to face current 
crises? 

My term started in May, so I can hardly talk 
about what happened five or six years ago. The 
makeup of the CFS and its action is determined 
by the members. The members decide exactly 
what direction the CFS will take. We have two 
general meetings a year. The priorities of the 
CFS are determined by the members. We are 
trying to be as organized as possible and do as 
efficient lobbying as we can. 

The work of the CFS is not limited to the 
two weeks of meetings. There is the rest of 
the year during which the CFS pressures the 
federal government. The CFS is what the 
members want it to be. Obviously, since we 
are a national organization, we have many 
different views from coast to coast. Every one 
of our 65 student associations has their own 
priorities and their own view of what the CFS 
should be. The majority determines the 
makeup of the CFS. Not everyone is happy 
with the actions the CFS has decided to take. 



How can students lend their support to the 
effort against Mr. Axworthy's proposals? 

There are many ways. First of all, they can 
get involved with their own student associa- 
tion, and learn exactly what their student asso- 
ciationsare and what their student assoriations 
intend to do. Basic action such as writing to 
MP’s, organizing a strike, or presenting a brief 
[to the Axworthy Standing Committee) from 
“ordinary students”. Studcntsinterestedinthe 
post-secondary education in this nation could 
actually have their voice heard 

What Is the CFS's view on Quebec's current 
political situation In regards to the Canadian 
student movement? 

[The CFS] has a policy of searching for 
national standards in post-secondary educa- 
tion, while respecting Quebec’s post-second - 
ary education, which is different than any 
other province. The coming referendum in 
Quebec has been discussed, and it has been 
decided that the CFS will not get involved. 
There is a general consensus that our mem- 
bers will respect the self determination of 
Quebec people to determine what they want 
for their province. We won’t get involved in 
any way in the coming process. 

The future of post-secondary education will 
also depend on the decision which will be made, 
but [the CFS] feels that it is not the role of other 
students to get involved in something which will 
have to be decided by the Quebec people. 

At the recent protest by the University of Ot- 
tawa, held on November the 16, some stu- 
dents pelted Mr. Axworthy with pasta, eggs 
and fruit. What Is the CFS's reaction to this? 

The CFS does not condone such action. 
The CFS sent a letter to Axworthy’s office stat- 
ing that although the CFS’s position will be 
firm in the future about the social security 
review, we did not organize such an action... 
that’s not a way to proceed. 

It did not come as a directive of anyone, 
not the student’s association of the University 
of Ottawa, and not the CFS. It’s sad that it came 
from individuals, and it’s not the way to go. 

What Is your view on the future of the CFS and 
the future of the Canadian student movement? 

I think that in the future the student 
movement has to come from the grassroots. 
Some people say that protest and strike are 
unreasonable and radical. [1 think that] it’s 
democracy in action. If students are involved, 
it will be the most effective student move- 
ment... students have to get involved. 

There was a general sense of apathy on 
most campuses across Canada. This will have 
to end. If it doesn’t end, we will have to face 
the consequences of [Axworthy’s] actions, 
which will mean that the post-secondary ed- 
ucation system in Canada will begin to look 
more and more like the system which exists 
in the United States. Is that what we want for 
our system? We don’t think so. We don’t 
think that would be beneficial for students. 

We need students to get involved... and 
to offer help in organizing democratic action. 
Most importantly, (students have] to be 
aware of what is going on. The government 
is still supposed to be a government for citi- 
zens, and students are citizens. 

The Human Resources department of Can- 
ada’s Standing Committee, headed by Lloyd 
Axworthy, will be in Montréal on December 
6th and 7th. 
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COMMENT 



Challenging the divisions in the fight 
against the Green Paper 



“Our” issues vs. “theirs” 



“ Crucial elements of the system, notably education and social assistance, 
are the mandate of provincial and territorial governments. The federal govern- 
ment has no intention of intruding where it should not... n 
— The Green Paper on Social Policy Reform, p. 58 



Before you read the rest of this comment, take a 
few moments to ponder the following questions: 

• If you have heard about the Axworthy re- 
port, how will it specifically affect you and 
those close to you? 

• What organisations in Montréal can you 
join to get involved? 

• What are our own undergraduate Students’ 
Society and Post Graduate Students’ Soci- 
ety doing to fight the proposals? 



O n the surface, the response so far to the now 
infamous Axworthy report has been impres 
sive. Twelve thousand students demonstrat- 
ed on Parliament Hill, welfare rights groups are lob- 
bying provincial and national governments and there 
has been wide-spread condemnation of the proposed 
reforms in the student press. 

Maybe the federal government got more than it 
bargained for when it concocted the wide-ranging 
reforms outlined in the paper. Those poor old bu- 
reaucrats must be so out of touch with the popula- 
tion that they thought their slashes to social programs 
would slip by in a haze of blissful apathy. 

Or did they? 

I n October, at a press conference at Queen’s Uni 
versity, Lloyd (can we call you Lloyd?) Axwor 
thy reportedly made the snide comment that 
senior citizens and young people would soon be em- 
broiled in a petty fight over financial crumbs. This 
implies he’s confident that, rather than fighting the 
reforms together, “interest” groups affected by the 
cuts would spend their time squabbling. 

Was he right? Here in Montréal, the only stu- 
dent groups participating in the Coalition to Save 
Our Social Programs — an organisation founded to 
combat the reforms — are those at the Université 
du Québec à Montréal. McGill’s students’ societies 
have not joined, focusing instead almost exclusively 
on the student issues in the proposal. 

Although the post-graduate student societies at 
McGill and Concordia are members of the Canadi- 
an Federation of Students (which is allied with sev- 
eral unions and anti-poverty groups), their general 
membership doesn’t seem to be rallying against the 
whole of the Axworthy plan any better than most 
students. 



When asked if McGill’s undergraduate Stu- 
dents’ Society would join forces with any non-stu- 
dent organisations to protest the reforms, VP Ex- 
ternal Nick Benedict said the Society would only 
collaborate “on a low level.” as “Their focus 
doesn’t really deal with higher education.” 

This is quite an interesting — some might 
say disturbing — statement. Isn’t it a little pathetic 
that, in this climate, when we are in danger of los- 
ing all our social programs, student governments 
still have the silly notion that somewhere in this 
battle there exists such a thing as an “external po- 
litical issue” that doesn’t affect students? Destroy- 
ing the welfare system, slashing Unemployment 
Insurance — these, you see, are “external issues.” 
Raising tuition fees, now, there's an issue of sig- 
nificance to students! 

Come on, read the quote at the beginning of 
this comment. It’s no accident that cuts to tuition, 
welfare and UI are all falling under Lloyd’s axe. 
There is no imaginary line between so-called “uni- 
versity student issues” and issues of poverty and 
joblessness. To think this boundary exists is my- 
opic. 

We run the risk of playing right into the gov- 
ernment’s hands. They would be stupid if they 
didn’t expect a reaction. But already there is a lack 
of communication developing — “our” issues are 
not perceived to be connected to “theirs”. 

The government could easily say tomorrow 
“OK, OK. We won’t cut education funding. We 
won’t send your tuition fees up to $4 000 a year. 
We’ll leave that part out and just cut welfare and 
UI.” Is that good enough? The answer is no. With 
myopic vision it is easy to fall into this trap. 

Attacking the deficit through any cuts to so- 
cial funding is like knocking over the first domi- 
no: sooner or later, they will come for education. 
And the day could come when you cannot find a 
job and are trapped in the inhuman welfare sys- 
tem they want to create and you can’t pay your 
kids’ tuition. Then you would be very sorry noth- 
ing more was done to stop these reforms. 

Also, selfish interest cannot be the only mo- 
tivation for action. This battle is all about pro- 
moting a more just society. Our social programs 
are supposed to be there to look out for others, 
not just for ourselves. 

Melanie Newton 



Students' Society will develop a' position 
paper on the Axworthy reforms: 

Do you remember 
being consulted? 

Were you aware that the Students' Society's Exter- 
nal Affairs Committee has put together a position 
plan of alternatives to the Axworthy proposal? 

You weren't? Well, that's probably because no one 
told you. Sure there was an article in the SSMU Jour- 
nal (if you ever read it, you are in a minority on this 
campus). Sure the issue was brought up at Council 
(your faculty reps were supposed to consult you. Did 
they? Thought not). However, no tables were set up 
to solicit suggestions; no posters were put up. Doesn't 
that sort of remind you of how the Liberal govern- 
ment put their proposal together? 

So, what to do now? Well, don't wait for the Stu- 
dents' Society to come to you. Nick Benedict's num- 
ber is 398-6798. His office is in the Shatner Building. 
Co bother him and demand to know why your opinion 
was not solicited. While you're there, ask what is 
happening with those 10, 000 workbooks on social 
policy reform students were supposed to get in Octo- 
ber. 

The Coalition to Save our Social Programs can be 
reached at 739-7731 (the Cdte-des-Neiges/ Snowdon 
Community Council), 733-0554 (Multicaf) or 738- 
2036 (Project Genesis). Ask them about community 
centres near you. 

Your papers won't matter much if you can't pay 
your fees. It's always the wrong time for apathy, but 
now is particularly bad. 

The position paper will be discussed at Students' 
Society Council this week, Thursday, 18h, in the 
Shatner Building. Stop in at the Shatner lobby to find 
out the room. 



OMISSION 

In the November 24 Culture issue, the 
Daily neglected to credit the author of 
the front page article, entitled 
“Capoeira! the Brazilian martial art 
comes to Canada". The writer is 
Tafadzwa Kasambira. 
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The schizophrenic stage 

McMurtry’s “Enthusiasm of the Species” 



by Rebecca McKechnie 

Michael McMurtry, a writer, but a 
performer “first and foremost”, is in 
Montréal to perform his one man 
show 'Enthusiasm of the Species’. The 
show is comprised of eight characters 
who enthrall you in a whirl wind of 
conversations, offering much humor 
and an abudant amount of “commu- 
nal energy” according to McMurtry. 

After studyingacting for two years 
in New York city, McMurtry has 
emerged to great acclaim with his 
current production. Inspired by writ- 
er and actor Eric Bogosian, Mc- 
Murtry developed his one man show, 
writing “off and or. for two years”. 
His debut at the ‘92 Toronto Fringe 
Festival has lead to extensive show- 
ings, including a four week run at 
Toronto’s Theatre Passe Muraille. 

The seventy minute routine com- 
bines varying personalities, embod- 



theatre 
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"été 



Michael McMurtry in his one-man 
show which combines varying 
personalities, embodied in a 
seemingly schizophrenic mind 

ied in a seemingly schizophrenic 
mind. They range from “a Califor- 
nia dude” to “an elderly Eastern Eu- 
ropean Woman”. They are bound to 
amuse. The flurry of the quick wit- 
ted structure showcases fantastical 
talent, which does not require props, 
or a stage for that matter. The char- 
acters “talk to the audience and to 
each other”, while leaving an individ- 
ual impression that ultimately stems 
from McMurtr/s “literal ideas”, cul- 
minated from unspecific sources. 

McMurty does not confine his play 
to a specific theme, rather, it is “a de- 
velopment of philosophical and psy- 
chological notions”. It is a “medita- 
tion” of sorts, defying the common 
“linear” structure of the one man 
show. McMurtry, quite confident of 
the show’s appeal, says “don’t pretend 
you don’t have the time to see this 
show”. He realizes the ever present 
need for an evening of good humor. 

In his attempt “to say something 
original”, as a writer, McMurty is “find- 
ingmyvoicewhilebuildingmywork”. 
The ideas in the show are broad, 
though they are admittedly centred 
around the “struggle to be authentic”, 
and the question of “how often people 



are honest to themselves, their ideas, 
and their behaviour”. While the con- 
text of the show may have profound 
understatements, the presentation is 
enlightening and satirical. 

So, you may be thinking that you 
don’t have time to actually go out and 
see a play, no matter how entertaining 
it might be. You have finals in a week, 
and a major paper due tomorrow. But 
we both know that you’ll spend hours 
procrastinating and simply planning 



your study schedule. There is time in 
your stressful and academically filled 
life to take a breather, to leave the con- 
fines of your home and to embark on 
an evening of en tiring diversion. It will 
be therapeutic, really. 

'The Enthusiasm of the Species', present- 
ed by Street People Theatre Company, is 
running Wednesday and Thursday night 
only. Performances start at 8:00 p.m, atThe 
Savoy at Club Metropolis. Tickets are $8 for 
students. Call 937-2028 for information. 
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Convenient Downtown Locations 

1 2020 University 284-0266 

Corner De Maisonneuve, Metro Level 
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Les Galeries du Parc 849-6176 

3575 Ave. du Parc, corner Prince Arthur 

Les Cours Mont-Royal 843-7117 

1455 Peel, Metro Level 
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McGiu Work// 




PROGRAM 

Ine Student Aid Office is pleased to announce the continuation of ihe Work Study 

Program for the 1994-95 acodemk year! 

WHAT IS WORK STUDY? 

• Work Study is a program which provides students with finonciol assistance through 
port-time employment on campus. Work Study positions ore varied and range from 
clerical jobs lo more challenging jobs such os research or programming. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

You may apply if you are: 

• a Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or international student (International 
students must obloin o Work Permit before beginning work). 

• are a full-lime McGill Student, registered during ihe academic period in which the 
work is performed ond must be in satisfactory standing. 

• demonstrate financial need ond have applied for student loons. 

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Obtain a Work Study Student Application ond submit a completed form by the 
deadline: January 6, 1995. 

OFFICE OF STUDENT AID & INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADVISER 

Powell Building, 3637 Peel SI., Room 200 




McGill 



VICE-PRINCIPAL (ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE 

The position of Vice-Principal (Administration and Finance) at 
McGill University will become vacant on June 30, 1995 upon the 
retirement of Mr. John Armour after sixteen years of service in this 
position. 

An Advisory Committee has been established to assist the Principal 
in the identification of a candidate or candidates suitable to assume 
this senior University position. 

The Vice-Principal (Administration and Finance) is responsible for 
the planning and management of University finances, the 
development and administration of human resource policies and 
practices for administrative and support staff, compensation for all 
faculty and staff and equity issues in human resources activities. 
This University officer functions in English and French. 

Comments, nominations and applications regarding this position 
should be forwarded in confidence to Principal Bernard Shapiro, 
c/o Secretariat, James Administration Building, 845 Sherbrooke 
Street WcsL Montreal, Quebec H3A 2T5 before January 30, 1995. 

McGill University is committed lo equity in employment. 
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OURSELVES? 




Women and the new reproductive technologies 
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BY IDELLA STURINO 



A thirty seven year u'J woman sits in the waiting room of her doc- 
tor’s office in Toronto. She waits to find out the results of an amnio- 
centesis test, which wil reveal whether her fetus has any malforma- 
tions or disorders such as Down syndrome If there are complications, 
she can choose to have an abortion. Oh Please, let it be okay. 



A reproduction clinic in California offers services that can de- 
tect the fetal sex as early as twelve weeks into pregnancy, so that an 
ubdesired sex can be aborted. A husband and wife enter this clinic 
for their test results and as they do the woman thinks to herself, 
Please, let it be a boy. 



A privately fimded research program screens embryos made in 
petri-dishes forgmetic abnormalities before using them for in-vit- 
ro infertilization. According to this model of IVF, couples can or- 
der both a specific sex and a baby without genetic deficiencies. The 
''please" in this case is pre-empted. 



ABOVE ARE a sampling of today’s 
new reproductive technologies. Most 
people would agree that they are very 
different situations. The decision to 
abort a fetus with Down syndrome is 
not the same as using genetic screen- 
ing in IVF to choose the sex and ge- 
netic make-up of a child. 

The term “new reproductive tech- 
nologies” itself refers to numerous tech- 
nologies related to pregnancy, which 
were not available even a generation ago 
(see bar information). The use of these 
technologies also varies. Sex selection 
clinics are not nearly as common as IVF 
ones. The Canadian public seems to be 
much more willing to accept artificial 
insemination, amniocentesis or IVF 
procedures than it is to accept sex-se- 
lection procedures into the hall of new 
reproductive technologies. 

But critics argue that the fact that 
these technologies are being used, re- 
gardless of where or how, demands an 
examination of their ethical implica- 
tions. A growing voice of dissent argues 
that NRTs all involve eugenics: the se- 
lection of human life based on chosen 
characteristics. The selection process 
may take place in a woman’s womb 
when she decides to abort a fetus be- 
cause it has Down syndrome, or in a 
petri-dish with an embryo that is 
screened for genetic abnormalities be- 
fore being implanted in a woman’s uter- 
us. In either case, it is eugenics. 

However, for the woman waiting to 
find out if her baby has Down Syn- 



statistics and acting director of the 
McGill Centre for Research and Teach- 
ing on Women, recognizes the impor- 
tance of individual choice, but insists on 
looking at things on “a collective level” 
She asks “why are we deriding that we 
don’t want children with Down syn- 
drome to be bom? These are the ques- 
tions that society is making by making 
these tests available." 

For critics, it is clear that what is at 
stake goes beyond a woman’s right to 
chose and enters something else, may- 
be even the alteration of human reality. 
For them, the issue centers around se- 
lection — not “can I screen my fetus for 
Down syndrome ” — but “why Down 
syndrome?" 



drome, the woman who wants to bear 
only a boy, and the soon-to-be woman 
who wants a genetically perfect baby, 
the situation at hand has little to do with 
eugenics. For these women, who are 
desperate to conceive, or simply hop- 
ing for a healthy baby, the issue is one 
of choice. This is about me and my baby, 
and if the technology exists to help us, who 
are you to stop me? 

Indeed, the concerns and demands 
of pregnant women in terms of NRTs 
are not unreasonable. That is what makes 
this issue so difficult, so divisive. Critics 
of NRTs are not unsympathetic to the 
situations of pregnant women using 
them. Yet in spite of this, the debate is 
often painted by the media as a fight be- 
tween feminist critics on the one hand, 
and infertile couples on the other. 

Gwenne Basen, a writer, filmaker, 
and vocal critic affiliated withtheNation- 
al Action Committee on the Status of 
Women (NAC) noted that “feminists 
were always being paired up with the 
desperately infertile couple, and we were 
made to seem like heartless feminists 
who didn’t want women to have babies.” 

NAC, however, does not see its po- 
sition as one which seeks to prevent 
women’s reproductive freedom. Instead 
it sees NRTs as a way of subverting that 
freedom to broader social agendas, and 
holds that the language of choice, while 
appropriate in the abortion debate, just 
doesn’t cut it here. 

Abby Lippman, a professor in the 
Department of Epidemiology and Bio- 
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Canada and the world. 



The Nazi Parallel 

It is when critics begin examining 
this question why are we making these 
technologies available — that the eu- 
genic discussion most clearly comes in, 
and comparisons with Nazi Germany 
can be made. 

Eugenic activity was thecruxofNazi 
Germany’s racial hygiene plan. Jews, 
disabled people, gypsies, homosexuals 
and other minorities were murdered en 
masse in an attempt to leave only the 
“pure Aryan” race behind to carry on 
what would be “perfect procreation.” 
This was eugenics at its crudest and 
most horrific height: selecting some 
human beings over others. Modem new 
reproductive technologies like pre-im- 
plantation diagnosis are also based on 
a set of criteria. 

Lynn Glazier writes in her chapter 
in Misconceptions that “no area of bio- 
medical science draws more analogies 
to the Nazi era than genetics.” Glazier 
is not the only critic to draw a parallel 
between new reproductive technolo- 
gies, which have a strong genetic con- 
nection, and Nazi Germany. 

She and other critics see pre-implan- 
tation diagnosis as a slippery slope, too 
slippery to be tampered with. At what 
point do we begin screening for char- 
acteristics aside from disease, and select 
embryos from, with, say, white skin and 
blue eyes? 



I WISH I'D NEVER 
BEEN BORN 
Another major criticism of NRTs, 
particularly PND techniques is that, by 
making value calls on what kind of hu- 
man life is preferable, the lives of dis- 
abled people will be increasingly deval- 



ued. Given Canada’s record in this re- 
gard, it is not a fictitious Orwellian fear. 

Canada had forced sterilization laws 
for mentally disabled people as early as 
1928, earlier than theNazis. Disabled peo- 
ple, particularly women, continue to face 
an uphill battle when it comes to being 
treated equally, let alone humanely. 

So it is not surprising that the Dis- 
abled Women’s Network has been one 
of the most vocal groups on this issue. 
They worry that disabled people will 
face discrimination once the practice of 
preventing the birth of disabled people 
has become commonplace. 

Abby Lippman asks of pre-natal di- 
agnosis, “What does it say about toler- 
ance of differences?” If the devaluation 
of disabled people becomes system- 
atized in medical and social processes, 
will disabled people go through life 
wishing they had never been bom? Will 
society? 

Given that most disabilities are in- 
curred after birth, there will always be 
disabled people who face discrimina- 
tion. Shree Moulay, a cardiologist at 
Royal Victoria Hospital, noted that 
“Most of the disabilities th at are caused 
are not due to genetic defect Most of it 
is due to accidents.” 

She went on to say that by using pre- 
natal diagnosis, “You are not going to 
be able to eliminate people who have 
disabilities from society, because you 
have addressed only a small fraction 
through PND [Pre-Natal Diagnosis].” 
So people with disabilities will contin- 
ue to face negative societal attitudes. 

Meanwhile, millions of dollars are 
being poured into NRTs, and little on 
prevention or social programs to deal 
with the realities of disability. While rec- 
ognizing that there are certain diseases 
which make the life of infants very pain- 
ful, Moulay says of PND that “it doesn’t 
really make sense to use that approach, 
because every society has to be able to 
prepare and take care of people with dis- 



abilities, whether they are due to con- 
genital problems or otherwise.” 



Women and Big 
B us i ness : 

Who stands to benefit? 

Prcsun îably, the most powerful and 
influential players in the unfolding dra- 
ma ofNRTs would be women, since their 
bodies act as the stage for these events. 
Unfortunatley, this is not the case. 

The pharmaceutical and biotechnol- 
ogy industries wield a huge amount of 
power when it comes to deciding the 
future of the reproductive process. 
These industries are “among the most 
profitable manufacturing industries” in 
Canada and the world, according to a 
draft document released by NAC in 
June, 1994. 

The dominant companies in these 
industries are large, transnational cor- 
porations which have large amounts of 
capital to invest in research activity. 
What this means is that major research 
projects in NRTs, like the EPICS (Early. 
Pre-Implantation Diagnosis) program 
at University Hospital in London, On- 
tario, are funded by private business. 

The result is that the direction of re- 
search is largely determined by an in- 
dustry which stands to gain millions 
from the application of its findings. 

The potential profits to be made 
should not be underestimated. Hor- 
mone related drugs, used as treatment 
for infertility and one of the most com- 
mon forms of NRTs, have one of the 
highest rates of growth of all prescrip- 
tion drugs in Canada. And with fertili- 
ty dimes charging anywhere between 
hundreds and thousands of dollars for 
treatment such as in vitro fertilization, 
it is easy to see that the profits do not 
stop there. 



Doctor Knows Best? 

Like ta : big drug companies, doctors 
have a strong hand to play in the direc- 
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ry mechanism in place. 

The public review process they 
were hoping for, however, was never 
tionofNRT usage. ManyoftheNRTs, truly achieved, and NAC soon with- 
such as fertility drugs and I VF, have be- drew its support for the commission 
come routine procedure in the medi- and began its own intensive probe into 
cal treatment of infertility, and are seen the ongoing failings of the inquiry 
as safe and ethical solutions. But there body. Since then, NAC has been a 
is much evidence that these techniques leading critic of the commission itself 
are far from safe, let alone ethical. and its report After three post-pone- 
Kate Fillion writes of fertility drugs ments, the report was finally released 
in an article in Toronto Life magazine, in November 1993 by Commission 
April 1 992, that “there arc virtually no chair Patricia Baird, 
studies of the long-term effects on The price tag for the Commission 
women and children”. She draws wor- was S29 million dollars. The final re- 
rying comparisons to thalidomide and port, over one thousand pages of dou- 
DES, two drugs that were prescribed ble-speak, spends notable timereport- 
to pregnant women between the ing the many ethical and social 
1 940’s and 1 970’s which caused can- concerns presented to them during its 
cer, malformations and reproductive public review process. In-depth anal- 
failure in offspring. What’s more, ysis of serious issues was conspicuous- 
women have died from 1VF. , ly absent. The concerns of disabled 
Shnee Moulay, in regard to the people were minimally addressed 
concerns that fertility drugs cause se- (there were three pages devoted to this 
rious medical complications (such as topic). Proceed with care was the con- 
ovarian cancer), said, “there is certain- eluding message, 
ly a valid concern out there”. Coincidentally, it’s a message that 

Viewed in light of the significant sits well with the pharmaceutical and 
risks involved, both documented and drug companies that the Commission 
unknown, the new reproductive pro- spent a lot of money consulting. And 
cedures being used as treatment are in it’s probably a message that will sit well 
fact experimental. And women are be- with most Canadians. One has to won- 
ing used as the guinea pigs. This poses der whether that would be true had a 
another ethical glitch in the evaluation real public discussion of the issues 
of whether or not these technologies been provided for by the commission, 
should be used. As it was, the public consultation 

process left much to be desired. Re- 
ÎHE ROYAL COMMIS- searchers and staff employed by the 

SION ON NRTS : commission repeatedly report that the 

PROCESS DOWN THE DRAIN entire process was clouded in secrecy. 

The Royal Commission on New In fact, there was so much secrecy that 
Reproductive Technologies released four of the commissioners, unable to 
it’s final report, ‘Proceed with Care’, obtain adequate information regard- 
nearly one year ago. Since then, noth- ing the ongoing research, filed suite 
ing has been done. against the Federal government and 

The Commission was appointed in commission-chair Patricia Baird. 
1991 by Brian Mulroney in response Twelve days later they were fired by 
to a huge lobbying effort made on be- Brian Mulroney. 
half of many women’s groups, who We need to ask ourselves, in an 
recognized the need for a public re- open and full public discussion pro- 
view of the NRTs. These NRTs were cess, whether we want to proceed with 
being used with virtu ally no regulato- these technologies; whether they exist 



on a continuum, a slippery slope, 
whether we can draw clear divisive 
lines between various techniques, and 
if so, which ones. 

Gwenne Basen said, “one of the 
things that is important is that the de- 
bate go on in all kinds of different con- 
stitu tendes. It’s something that should 
have happened (with the RC) and it 
didn’t So it has to happen”. 

We need to seriously consider 
whether by transforming the way we 
make babies, we are in the process 
transforming ourselves. Until that pro- 
cess is achieved, NAC is calling for a 
moratorium on the proliferation of 
NRT activities. 

Frankenstein 

revisited 

My dreams were therefore undis- 
turbed by reality and I entered with the 
greatest diligence into the search for the 
phibsopher’s stone and the elixir of life. 

Remember I am not recording the vi- 
sion of a madman 

— Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

The idea of repladng human re- 
production, or at least severly alter- 
ing it with human-made technology, 
is not a new one. It continues to en- 
tice not only the interests of the bio- 
technology and pharmaceutical in- 
dustries, but also our imagination, 
just as it did when Mary Shelly pub- 
lished Frankenstein in 1818. The fact 
that Kenneth Brannagh’s film version 
is grossing millions of dollars is not 
surprising, as it echoes the interest 
provoked over a century ago by Shel- 
ly’s book. 

It seems as though ever since the 
scientific revolution, we have been 
captivated by the idea of using sdence 
and technology to expand the bene- 
fits of human existence. Shelly’s book, 
and the current NRTs now in use, de- 
mand the question of when this 
search has been carried too far. 

Gwenne Basen in the book Mis- 
conceptions, suggests that an answer 
to that question can be found in Mary 
Shelly’s Frankenstein, a comparison 
that she is not alone in making. She 
writes, ‘Mary’s warning is not about 
the monsters we create but about the 
monsters we risk becoming when cre- 
ation becomes a laboratory act, sepa- 
rated form sex and love...”. In trans- 
forming the way we create human life, 
Basen writes that “we cannot help but 
transform who we are, and what we 
will become”. 

By seeking to take reproduction 
out of the hands of nature and into 
the laboratories of science, we may in 
fact be on the road to becoming mon- 
sters ourselves. Such a shift poses sig- 
nificant social consequences, and a 
quick glance at history is enough to 
indicate their potentially disastrous 
character. 

The subtitle of Mary Shelly’s Fran- 
kenstein is often overlooked; “The 
Modem Prometheus”. Prometheus 
was a Greek mythical figure who stole 
fire from heaven and taught humans 
how to use it. For this, he was pun- 
ished and killed by Zeus. 

Although the story of Prometheus 
is a myth, it provides an interesting 
analogy to the current issues of NRTs. 
Should we be looking to control our 
modem day fire, the most essential el- 
ement of our existance? What will 
happen if we succeed in unlocking 
this ultimate of secrets? What does the 
wrath of Zeus look like in the twenti- 
eth century? 




Viewed in light of the sig- 
nificant RISKS INVOLVED, BOTH 
DOCUMENTED AND UNKNOWN, THE NEW 
REPRODUCTIVE PROCEDURES BEING 
USED AS TREATMENT ARE IN FACT 
EXPERIMENTAL. AND WOMEN ARE 
BEING USED AS THE GUINEA PIGS. 



Glossary 

(NRTs) New Reproductive Technologies 
(Al) Artificial Insemination: donated sperm is injected into a wom- 
an's uterus. Al is the most commonly used procedure for women with- 
out male partners who want to conceive. Each year, 5 mere children are 
born with Al than adopted in Canada; Al children are 10 times more 
common than IVF (In Vitro Fertization) children. 

Royal Commission report says that Al should be available through 
the public health care system. 

(IVF) In Vitro Fertilization: donated sperm and or eggs are joined in 
a petri dish to produce an embryo, which is then placed in a woman's 
uterus to carry to full pregnancy. 

Royal Commission report: says IVF should be used as research, 
and only offered as treatment when it is known to be effective. 
Fertility drugs: used to induce ovulation as a treatment for infertility. 
(PND) Pre-Natal Diagnosis: various procedures that allow for diag- 
nostic evaluation of a fetus before it is born. These procedures include 
the following: 

•amniocentesis : suggested to all women over the (arbitrarily chosen) 
age of 35 whose fetuses are said to be at risk. A needle is placed 
through the abdomen sac and fluid, which is then analysed for mal- 
formations, fetal sex, and over 150 biochemical disorders. It is cov- 
ered by public health. 

•(CVS) Chorionic villus sampling : the fetal tissue is accessed by a 
tube inserted through the vagina and cervix to the placenta. It re- 
veals fetal sex and possible malfornations or disorders. It is more com- 
mon but less accurate than amniocentesis, and can be performed 
earlier in pregnancy. It is covered by public health. 

•ultrasound examinations: high frequency sound waves are pro- 
jected onto the uterus and reflected back, allowing a visual picture on 
a t.v. screen. 

Sex-Selection Procedures: these consist of two types. Pre-concep- 
tual sex-selection occurrs before the fertilization of an egg, when sperm 
with an X chromosome is separated from sperm with a Y chromosome 
and then used in Al to try to produce the desired sex. Post-conceptual 
conception relies on PND techniques to determine the sex of a fetus, 
and then aborted if it is not the desired sex. 

The Royal Commission report strongly says that the use of sex- 
selection techniques for non-medical procedures should be prohibited. 

NAC's POSITION: In a June 1994 draft document released after its 
annual general meeting, NAC proposed a moratorium which would cover 
"the opening of any new IVF clinics, the introduction into clinical prac- 
tice of any new reproductive technology or genetic technology, and the 
expansion of existing technologies.” 

The technologies listed here are by no means the only existing technologies. 
There are several other complicated technologies involving reproduction which 
are being pursued in private research laboratories, but which critics fear will 
soon make theirwayinto other applications. These include in vitro maturation, 
which removes the ovaries from corpses or fetuses and sucks out their eggs to 
make embryos; pre-implantation diagnosis, which screens embryos created in 
IVF or taken from a woman, and (re)places it in the uterus for gestation if it 
“passes" the screening. Other processes include the stockpiling and freezing of 
embryos and eggs for research purposes. 



Canada had forced steriliza- 
tion LAWS FOR MENTALLY DIS- 
ABLED PEOPLE AS EARLY AS 1928, 
EARLIER THAN THE NAZIS 
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I am pleased to present the Seventh Annual 
Report of the McGill University Ombudsper- 
son for Students for the reporting period Sep- 
tember 1, 1993 to August 31, 1994, in accord- 
ance with the Terms of Reference of the Office 
as approved by the Senate and the Board of Gov- 
ernors (copy attached). 

My mandate as student Ombudsperson began 
September 1, 1993. 1 entered a position that had 
been competently filled by a colleague, Annette 
Wcrk, for the six previous years. She had opened 
the office in 1987, holding a quarterly time po- 
sition. In the following year, 1988, this posi- 
tion was increased to a half-time position. In 
November 1991 a new office, with secretarial 
support, was opened at 3534 University. This 
office, a safe and confidential one, ensures easy 
access for most McGill students. The office will 
be moving to Burnside in the new year to pro- 
vide wheel chair access to the Ombudsperson 
and Equity Offices. 

My experience on September 1st, was like that 
of a sprinter at the start of a 1 00 yard dash. While 
I had some knowledge and understanding of 
University system and the relevant skills appro- 
priate for the position, the trials were over, and 
students were requiring informed immediate 
help. September is a very busy time in the of- 
fice and I was very fortunate to have a number 
of people available for consultation. They will 
be acknowledged at the end of the report. 

THE MANDATE 

The mandate of the Ombudsperson is the im- 
partial investigation of complaints made by 
McGill Students who feel that their rights as 
students have not been respected by some 
mcmbcr(s) of the faculty and/or staff of the 
University. This may require: 



dent access to other sources of help, for exam- 
ple, Dean of Students, Associate Deans. The 
data does not indicate the level of involvement 
in each case. One case can be solved with a sin- 
gle phone call, while others may require exten- 
sive consultation and intensive intervention over 
a period of many months. Often this work is 
done on the telephone during the evenings and 
on the weekends. A new reporting system on 
cases will be instituted for the eighth annual 
report that will give a better picture of this in- 
volvement. 

While the mandate of the Ombudsperson is to 
work “case" by “case” on private troubles the 
annual report is an opportunity to identify pub- 
lic issues that impact on the life of students in 
such a way that individual or collective rights 
and liberties arc at risk. The next section of the 
report outlines several such issues, a number of 
which have previously been identified in the 
Ombudsperson’s Annual Reports. 

DISCUSSION OF ISSUES 

Harassment 

Harassment was raised in the second, fourth, 
fifth and sixth reports of the Ombudsperson. For 
this reason I will begin with the issue and state 
that this problem still exists in the McGill Com- 
munity. The recent work of the sub-committee 
of the Joint Senate/Board Committee on Equity 
on Racial Discrimination however, should be- 
gin to address this problem in a more system- 
atic way. 1 have not dealt with sexual harass- 
ment as these cases arc refereed directly to the 
appropriate resource. What I address are cases 
of students who feel that they have been har- 
assed by professors, supervisors and others in 
positions of authority. Some of these complaints 
arc based on racist statements or derogatory 



the total answer to this problem I support the 
idea that McGill could benefit from such a docu- 
ment. Otherwise I suspect that the majority of 
these instances will continue to go unreported 
and if reported unresolved as students gener- 
ally feel too vulnerable to proceed with the con- 
cerns while still in their programmes. 

Safety and Security 

The safety of all members of the McGill com- 
munity is of the highest priority. Recent events 
in sister Universities underscore the importance 
of this concern and the need to have procedures 
to ensure the well-being of all students, staff 
and faculty. Such procedures arc in place, and 
for the most part protect the collective while 
respecting individual rights through Appeal Pro- 
cedures etc. As part of the current review and 
updating of the Green book under the able lead- 
ership of Dean of Students Irwin Gopnik, sec- 
tions concerning student discipline are being 
considered and debated. While outside of the 
scope of this Report I urge a careful examina- 
tion of this section to ensure an equitable bal- 
ance between individual and collective rights. 

Faculty Discretion 

I discovered early in my work that Faculties 
have a range of practices and procedures con- 
cerning standing, readmission, exam deferrals 
and supplements to name a few areas. While 
this may be reasonable to the Faculties con- 
cerned it does not always seem equitable. As- 
sociate Deans, further, have a fair degree of dis- 
cretionary power, which, while often exercised 
to the benefit of the student, contributes to this 
lack of uniformity in the University. For exam- 
ple, some Faculties do not have supplemental 
exams, others do not permit deferrals. A fur- 
ther example, was the type of medical informa- 



Studies, in a fair manner but has led to several 
grievances due to procedures followed within 
the Departments concerned. Concerning own- 
ership of intellectual property, Graduate Stud- 
ies is in the process of reviewing policies relat- 
ing to this important aspect of the student/su- 
pervisor relationship. These guidelines will be 
very useful in resolving issues of this nature. 

The graduate student, as stated earlier, often has 
to negotiate his/her position with a supervisor 
who has considerable authority and power in 
determining the successful completion of a 
graduate degree. Problems in this area arc the 
most difficult to resolve and require strong sup- 
port from senior administrators to ensure that 
justice prevails. 

Faculty Concerns 

While not part of the Mandate of the Ombud- 
sperson to deal with faculty concerns I received 
several calls (some not part of the statistics) 
from colleagues requesting advice or consulta- 
tion. The majority of these related to faculty 
"rights" and highlighted the need for an impar- 
tial person to assist faculty. I would recommend 
that this be explored with the concerned groups 
eg. MAUT, MUNASA. The majority of 
OMBUDS Offices in Quebec have this ex- 
panded mandate to provide assistance to staff 
and faculty as well as students. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

A first year in a new position is a year of learn- 
ing, requiring support and consultation. I would 
like to acknowledge the following colleagues 
who helped ensure the transition to a new 
Ombudsperson while maintaining the high 
standards established during the term of Annette 
Wcrk. 



(1) a referral to appropriate University per- 
sonnel 

(2) consultation with the student to enable 
them to intervene on their own behalf 

(3) intcrvcntion(s) on the part of the Om- 
budsperson on behalf of the student. 

As my predecessor has indicated in previous 
reports one of the primary goals of the Univer- 
sity in supporting the position of the Ombud- 
sperson for students at McGill is to try to solve 
student problcms/complaints through informal 
negotiation rather than resorting to the more 
formal grievance procedures. I found this to be 
so, as the large majority of cases I worked with 
this year were resolved through mediation. 

I was most impressed by the very positive re- 
sponse I received from Faculty, Staff, Associ- 
ate Deans and Deans when I approached them 
concerning a case. The role of the Ombudsper- 
son was clear, and the process respected. The 
neutrality of the office was understood and 
every effort was made to provide clarity and to 
arrive at a fair resolution to the problem. It is 
through these close, collaborative working re- 
lationships that student problems get resolved 
and that McGill remains a University commit- 
ted to providing quality education in a student 
centred manner. 

It is important to note, however, that not all cases 
were resolved to the students hoped for out- 
come, eg. admission as visiting student, but 
rather that 1 was most often satisfied that jus- 
tice prevailed. 

DISCUSSION OF CASES 
Statistics 

The Ombuds Office recorded 203 cases this 
year. Phone calls for information and referral 
were generally not included in the statistics. This 
can be seen in more detail in the statistical sum- 
mary and tables which follow (Tables 1 4). 

The number of cases seen this year arc down 
from the last two years by approximately 50 
cases (20%). There arc a number of possible 
explanations: different reporting systems; stu- 



remarks about women made in the classroom. 
Other situations which arc much more delicate 
and complex are those that relate to a one-on- 
one relationship, for example: a graduate slu- 
dent/supervisor or a student/professor in a small 
language lab, or a student/professor conference 
in a professors office or lab. 

While a Code of Faculty Rights and Responsi- 
bilities similar to the students green book is not 



tion required for missed examinations, course 
withdrawal etc. Several efforts were undertaken 
this year to ensure more equity. Dr. Tcllicr of 
the Health Services circulated material to all As- 
sociate Deans concerning medical notes. An- 
other example was the meeting Joan Wolforth, 
Coordinator of the Office for Students with Dis- 
abilities, had with all of the Associate Deans on 
issues relating to Students with disabilities. 



TABU 1 NO Of CASES IN SCHOOL YR.»VW BY PROBLEM TYPE 4FACULTY/DBT SoiHC TCVicW of ÜlC range of prOCC- 

dures might usefully be undertaken to 
determine if these differences are rea- 
sonable or simply based on past prac- 
tice. 

Graduate Studies 

The most complex cases this year have 
related to graduate students. These 
cases have covered a wide range of 
situations including: admissions, 
standing, departmental request to with- 
draw from programmes, intellectual 
property, harassment, to name a few 
of the most significant issues. Gradu- 
ate admissions are generally conducted 
by individual departments/Faculties 
and particularly in limited enrolment 
programmes students had difficulty in 
accessing the Admissions officer to 
determine if there \Vas an appeal proc- 
ess. At times I was also not able to 
obtain this information. This is in di- 

TABU3NO. OP CASES IN SCHOOL YR.I&94 BY ITIOBLEM CATEGORY A GRIDER rect CQnüasl fcj the Admission offlCC 

where I had immediate access to 
Mariela Johansen whe provided the 
relevant information with speed and 
courtesy despite her heavy responsi- 
bilities. Standing at the Graduate level 
can also be a complex issue. Students 
enter Graduate programmes from all 
parts of Canada and the world with 
every expectation that they will suc- 
cessfully complete degree require- 
ments. Several students asked to with- 
draw from programmes due to unsat- 
isfactory academic standing exercised 
an appeal procedure with Graduate 
Studies. This was conducted by tire 
Associate Vice-Principal, Graduate 





* Annette Wcrk, former Ombudsperson 
and Social Work colleague 

* Jackie Fee-Owcn, and my colleagues in 
the Equity Office, Honora Shaughncssy 
and Bcv Evoy 

* Dean of Students, Irwin Gopnik 

* Vice-Principal Academic, William 
Leggett 

* Associate Vice-Principal, Graduate S tud- 
ics, Lydia White 

* Associate Deans of Arts, Science, Mu- 
sic, Education and Macdonald College. 
Profs. Jagdish Handa, Nicole Dominguc, 
Nick deTakacsy, Kenneth Woodman, 
John Gradwcll, Deborah Buszard 

* Charlotte Lcgarc, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies 

* Mariela Johansen, Director of Admis- 
sions 

* Jill Presser and Lawrence Hansen, Le- 
gal Information Clinic 

* Students who consulted the office and 
shared their concerns and wisdom 

CONCLUSION 

When I accepted the position as Ombudsperson 
I understood the responsibility that I was un- 
dertaking the work for justice for students at 
McGill. I have been on faculty at McGill since 
1970, involved in administration for many 
years, and have generally been impressed by 
the University's willingness and ability to indi- 
vidualize students despite the multitude of rules 
and procedures required to administer such a 
large institution. My first year as Ombudsperson 
has reinforced, in most instances, this feeling 
about the humanity of our University. The chal- 
lenge for us all is to maintain academic stand- 
ards of excellence while respecting the rights 
of one another. This involves carrying our re- 
sponsibilities as faculty, staff and students, to 
make this an environment where we can work 
and study in a dynamic, diversified environ- 
ment. 
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Front Line Assembly: no alternative 



by James Forbes 



Initially, I was quite excited to re- 
view Front Line Assembly’s latest 
release, Millennium. After a listen 
and an interview, I was disappoint- 
ed to find that a band who once 
epitomised a genre, are beginning 
to sound a little hollow. 

What was innovative about FLA 
back in the late 80s was their pio- 
neering of many of the early forms 
of techno music. Unfortunately, 
their mid-90s response is an all-too 
formulaic album that is strongly 
reminiscent of Trent Reznor’s work 
in Nine Inch Nails, or of A1 Jour- 
gensen’s in Ministry’s The Mind Is 
A Terrible Thing To Taste. 

Capitalising on the same ever- 
popular themes of doom, gloom, 
and urban destruction, the angst 
that made FLA unique seems a bit 
lost in this decade’s confusion of 
musical styles. What is perplexing 
about bands like FLA is why they 
haven’t progressed with the global 
electronic music movement that 
they helped found. 

Although they credit bands like 
Orbital and the Future Sound of 
London, there seems to be very little 



of what these bands represent in 
Millennium. What does seem dear 
is that while FLA may have honed 
their particular brand of nastiness, 
there is nothing aside from the trade- 
mark vocals to distinguish it from 
any other bit of nastiness, namely 
that of NIN or Ministry, who frank- 
ly did it better and earlier. 

Which is not to say that Millen- 
nium is a bad album; it is an excel- 
lent album of the genre, if that’s 
what you are looking for. Howev- 
er, if you are holding out for the 
revolution that alternative bands 
like FLA heralded, get ready for a 
long, plastic-wrapped wait, because 
the large music companies that 
dominate the distribution of almost 
every form of music seem poised to 
capitalise on every bit of teenage 
angst your university career has left 
in it. 

Which is all to say I’m disap- 
pointed that one can’t really find an 
alternative any more. Not when it’s 
being marketed so clearly and clev- 
erly as it is now. And besides, after 
almost a decade of whining about 
how awful the world is, don’t they 
and their fans ever wonder why it 
isn’t getting any better? 




Madness and hallucinogens: Montréal in the '60s 



book review 

Volcano Days • by Brian Johnson • Somerville House • S19.95 



byLlahRoss 

Brian Johnson, Maclean’s salted enter- 
tainment writer and recent author of 
Volcano Days, tastes the wine in an 
overtly bohemian cafe on the lower pla- 
teau of Montréal. He grimaces and be- 
gins to complain in rusty french. 

The waitress shrugs, “C’est overt, 
c’est dommage ca,” she smiles and van- 
ishes. 

M I love this dty!” Johnson beams. 

Volcano Ltoys is Johnson’sfirst work 
of fiction. The novella chronicles the 
story of a paranoid young labour re- 
porter, who moonlights as a “laminat- 
ed Marxist” revolutionary in Montréal 
in the 70’s. This virile political animal 
can’t take the heat of the double life he 
is leading so he goes ballistic and ends 
up havinghalhicinogenicsexon abeach 
in Lipari in an effort to quell his delu- 
sions. 

Thebookisasatisfyingread, (I high- 
ly recommend it for the train ride from 
Montréal to Toronto.) The prose is lyr- 
ical and vivid. The sex scenes are par- 
ticularly, ahem, vivid. It was also short 
enough ( 166 pages) to sustain my in- 
terest through yet another ode-to-the- 
good-old-days when boomers didn’t 
have to hire sitters before they hauled 
out the bong pipes and started weigh- 
ing the merits of existentialism vs. an- 
archism. 

Johnson himself openly admits to 
feeling nostalgia for a Montréal of the 
past. He explains it as “a time about 
people, large numbers of people want- 
ing change There was a huge amount 
ofanti-capitalist, anti -colonist feelingin 
the air.” Johnson also points out that 
this undercurrent of revolution wasn’t 
unique to that particular era. 

“It has happened a lot throughout 
history. We were reading the books, 
goingto thedemonstrations, doing the 
drugs- and suddenly the world seemed 



to be responding. Right now baby 
boomers control the cultural appara- 
tus of this continent, so it’s natural for 
writers and film makers to be going 
back and exploring those experiences.” 
Make no mistake, Volcano Days is a 
loosely fictionalized memoir of 
Johnson’s true experiences. When 
asked why he chose to keep the narra- 
tor of the book nameless Johnson re- 
sponded, “I thought it would be pho- 
ny to make up a name. I see no reason 
to protect myself, it’s not like I’m Amer- 
ican. Technically the book is fiction, in 
that I fictionalized when it was neces- 



sary. Most of the dialogue I made up. 
The difficult part was trying to find the 
voice of my younger self.” Later on in 
the conversation he corrects me when 
Ireferto the narrator as“he.” “Nothe,” 
Johnson insists,”me.” 

It is difficult to reconcile this mild 
mannered man in a silk shirt who sits 
across the table eating shrimp with the 
self proclaimed revolutionary artist in 
the book, who’s idea of an afternoon 
stroll is climbing a live volcano. 

But Johnson’s madness has a self- 
deprecating, reflective quality about it 
At times you get the sense he is com- 



pletely aware of his delusions and hav- 
ing a great time while they last "There 
were days when I felt like a Brazilian boy 
at large, being ravished by the civilized 
world. Flirting on the fringes of some vast 
homosexual underground, slipping on 
satin shirts, feeh'ngthehaircurldownmy 
neck, dancing risking fleeing the terror 
of die gang. I had charm. ” 

One begins to wonder, how did 
Johnson keep his psychotic odyssey so 
fresh in his memory? “ I knew I was cra- 
zy,” he smiles fondly, “And although 
there was no method to my madness, 
there was mischief in it. I had an over- 
view. It must have been the reporter in 
me because I kept detailed notes and 
eventually put them in a file marked 
‘un-novel.’ I have this memory of sit- 
tingalone in a room and thinking: some 



day you will come to a point when you 
will say this wasn’t real, the world 
around you will convince you that you 
really didn’t feel these feelings. Just re- 
member-this is reaL” 

At this point I ask the question that 
has been nagging at the back of my 
brain since he arrived. Does he think 
maybe he just did a tad too much add? 

At this, Johnson becomes slightly 
defensive, “Everybody asks me that No. 
In the craziest times I was completely 
sober.” The book backs up this claim: 

“I did not act crazy on add. There 
was no need to. There was always so 
much to observe, so much detail to ac- 
count for, that taking extravagant ac- 
tion seemed beside the point For me, 
LSD clarified all of the ABCs of sensory 
processing, indudingit’s logic it haght- 
ened rationality. Myadd trips were lux- 
urious, but absurdly sane. In the evolu- 
tionary process of my madness, they 
were the bean counting sessions. Each 
trip was a kind of audit, an occasion to 
demagnetize the mind and start fresh. 
A chance to reformat the software. On 
LSD, I didn’t lose my marbles; I played 
with them.” 

Volcano Days comes offasa lengthy, 
eloquent tribute to madness. A refresh - 
ingchangein thiseraofself-hdp, prozac 
and the ever spreading plague of iow 
self esteem. Fortunately the narrator of 
Volcano Days doesn’t find a support 
group, but he doesn’t kill himself either. 
Instead, he takes up the bongos. 

From about this point on the sto- 
ry begins to wane. And here is where 
the problem of true-to-life memoir 
writing comes in. Sadly, (although 
realistically) Jonhson’s demented 
protagonist returns to Canada and 
over the course of about 50 pages, 
lesiurcly reclines back into his right 
mind. In the mean time, Johnson 
loses the reader’s attention. Real life? 
Sanity? Yawn. 



Anna Rosmus 

Those victims and an additional 50,000 children as well 
as Poles, Russians and Ukrainian workers were massa- 
cred even as American troops were entering the town. 

‘Today there is hardly any reminder of those human 
beings and what happened to them,” she added. In those 
fields ofdeath where the workers were murdered after dig- 
ging their own graves, there now stand stores, children’s 
parks, and com fields. The Bavarian government ordered 
the destruction of all Jewish Holocaust memorials. 

The current situation is not much better m the region. 
David Irving, the notorious British journalist, is now al- 
lowed back into Germany even though his public denials 
of the Holocaust are illegal according to federal law. The 
largest convention hall near Passau hosted him and speak- 
ers sharing his interest, although a survivor of Auschwitz 
was refused a place to speak. 

“It is hard to go on in such a place,” Rosmus said. “It is 
hard to get things published in such a time.” 

In 1985,aformerconcentrationcampguardshotachild 
Holocaust survivor from Passau who was hidden during 
the war. Despite Rosmus’ pleadings, the local newspaper 
refused to print the incident. A movie maker, however, 
heard about the killing and made a documentary called 
Abraham’s Go W that soon became world renowned. Ros- 
mus said that all over the world one could leam that the 



(continued from page 1) 

murder was real news, only in Passau was it fiction. 

Passau’s last mayor was a Gestapo spy. In addition to the 
fact that “he never faced a judge or jury ... he didn’t see any 
reason to resign.” Furthermore, the Passau community com- 
pletely supports him. According to Rosmus, the town’s official 
reason for this injustice is that if there were a precedent pre- 
venting ex-Nazis from gaining poli deal power, “no one in Pas- 
sau would be able to become a mayor.” 

Aside from her books, Exodus: In die Shadow of Mercy, His- 
tory oftheJewsofPassau; Resistancearvi Persecution: Passau 1933- 
1939; Robert Klein: A German Jew Looks Back; Wintergreeru 
Suppressed Murders and Max Hartmann; Rosmus is also estab- 
lishing a museum in Lower Bavaria outside of Passau to re- 
member the killed and deported Jews of Passau. After the war, 
10,000 Jews were liberated in the area and urged to leave in 
February, 1949. Nothing was left of them, Rosmus said. “No 
memorial, not a single line in the local chronicles.” 

Rosmus is driven to bring back the surviving expelled Jews 
of Passau. She envisions them speaking to younger generations, 
educating them about their town’s past. Rosmus fears that “in 
a very few years, there will be no more survivors” and no one 
left to help. 

The closing speaker thanked Rosmus saying, “We are often 
flooded with theory ... that we often forget what it is to put 
these ideas into action ... I think you’ve reminded us tonight.” 
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for the want of something new... 
for the want of something special, 
for the want of something yours... 
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SED music presents for the want...* 

a new album by 

Beyond the palE 

CD and video launch party 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1994 
at the 

JAILHOUSE ROCK CAFÉ 

30 Mont Royal West (St. Laurent) 
with special guest 

THE WILDERS 
‘now available at: HMV and SAM’S 



18 yrs. min. 



Admission: S3. 00 advance'$5.00 at the door 

Info: 849-3030 
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Tough decision, .'cause voyageur has just made comfortable, 
reliable intercity travel very accessible with great new prices. 
Students now get a minimum 15% discount* on one-way or 
return travel anywhere on our network! 

Plus these Student "RETURN" Specials*: 



842-2281 

•CONDfTIONS: You must present proof of full time student status for 
1994-95 The 15% discount is calculated on full One way or Return fare 
in effect Return 'Specials* listed represent larger discounts, Oneway 
discount for these city pairs ii limited to 15% All travel must be com- 
pleted by April 27th.l995 



Voyageur 




The Internet in an 
easy-to-swallow pill 

Marcos Silva speaks at McGill 



by Max Francisco 



TheStudentElectronicCommu- 
nications Collective organized their 
first event thisyear to promote their 
mandate of bringing awareness of 
the Internet to the McGill commu- 
nity. 

“The Internet: what it is and 
where it’s going” featured Marcos 
Silva who is a computer services 
librarian and a faculty lecturer at 
McGill. Silva gave a very general 
overview of the Internet, its past 
and its future. He gave the audi- 
ence, who were a mixture of novice 
and expert Internet users, an idea of 
what services the Internet has to 
offer to users. These include access 
to large databases and communica- 
tion with peers across the globe. 

There are, however, many prob- 
lems and obstacles faced by the In- 
ternet, and Marco Silva addressed 
many of these issues in the seminar. 

One very important problem 
that most people seem to forget is 
the segregation that occurs on the 
Internet. “Basically, there are two 
classes: those who can exploit (the 
resources available on the Internet] 
and those who can’t or don’t,” said 
Silva. 

Some groups who fall under the 
second category are countries which 
are having difficulty trying to get 
online. “I think Cuba is the only 
country in the Western Hemisphere 
who doesn’t have full Internet con- 
nectivity, probably because of the 
embargo,” he said. “I think we need 
to take an active stance such that 
public access is possible for every- 
one.” 

Although there is a government 
program to create an “information 
superhighway" to give the public 
access to Internet resources, Ca- 
narie, the government group plan- 
ning the highway, is concentrating 
on the business and industry aspect 



instead of on research, education 
and public service. 

“Education is the very last thing 
[on Canarie’s agenda] . There is very 
little mention of education and so- 
cial service,” said Silva when he com- 
pared Canarie’s plan of action to 
the plan being implemented by our 
southern neighbors. 

The problem with having the 
information superhighway being 
industrially oriented is that once 
the Internet has been commercial- 
ized, the corporation that owns the 
Internet may regulate it for con- 
tent. Prodigy, a commercial online 
service, already screens the messag- 
es posted to it’s news areas. 

This brings about the problem 
of the rights of users of the Internet. 
“You have no privacy on the Inter- 
net,” said Silva. By the nature of 
how the Internet operates, people 
can have access to your files and 
messages. One thing that can offer 
the user privacy protection is legis- 
lation. “We not only need to find 
out what can be said and what can 
be published, but we need to know 
what shouldn’t be said and what 
shouldn’t be published.” 

For this legislation to come into 
being our governments need to 
know what is going on. The prob- 
lem is that the voice for computer 
rights and freedoms in Canada is 
verysmall. “There are very few lob- 
bying groups for our agenda. 1 can 
think of only two groups right now,” 
said Silva. Those groups are the 
Coalition for Public Information, 
and the second being the Canadian 
Education Network Coalition. 

So what can we do? How can we 
protect our rights? Who can voice 
our opinions about how the infor- 
mation superhighway is formed? 
As Silva mentioned in his seminar, 
a group finally exists that students 
can turn to. That group is the Stu- 
dent Electronic Communications 
Collective. 



“We want to become the body 
that represents students in com- 
munications issues and policies at 
McGill,” said SECC Coordinator 
Jason Ridgley. 

So far, the SECC has become 
involved in the debate about com- 
puter rights and freedoms in article 
12b of the proposed amendments 
to the Student Code of Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures; and 
plans to discuss the proposed charg- 
es for modem usage. 

“Basically we’re interested in 
electronic communications issues 
at McGill; specifically, privacy of 
digital information; electronic stu- 
dent services at McGill;and student 
education and involvement in the 
Internet," said Ridgley. 

Although the group currently 
holds interim status, with full dub 
status impending, it already has 
many projects in the works, one of 
the largest being the creation of the 
‘Virtual Union Building’ (VUB). 

The VUB will bring many of the 
services that the Union building 
offers online. Some of the services 
they plan to offer, such as club in- 
formation and course evaluations, 
are very ambitious. Currently, the 
VUB has not got a machine or a 
physical space, but Ridgley ex- 
plained that these initial stages do 
not require an official SECC com- 
puter. 

“We want to sketch out the ar- 
chitecture [of the VUB] in the first 
stages so that we won’t have to keep 
changing it as we go along,” said 
Ridgley. SECC has been meeting 
with McGill administrators in or- 
der to discuss how the Virtual Un- 
ionBuildingwillworkwiththeplans 
of the university. 

If you would like to get in touch 
with the Student Electronic Commu- 
nications Collective send email to 
popa0007@po-box.mcgill.ca or drop 
off a letter in the SECC mailbox at 
the SSMU desk. 
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Ada may ba placed through the 
Daily Business Office, RoomB-07, Uni- 
versity Centre, 9hOO-14hOO. Deadline 
is 14hOO, two working days prior to 
publication. 

McGill Student» & Staff (with 
valid ID): $4.00 per day, 4 or more 
consecutive days, $3.50 per day 
($14.00 per week). General Public: 
$5.00 per day, or $4.25 per day for 4 or 
more consecutive days ($17.00 per 
week). Extra charges may apply, and 
prices do not include applicable GST 
(7%) or PST (6.5%). For more informa- 
tion, please visit our office in person or 
call 398-6790 - WE CANNOT TAKE 
CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD 
CAREFULLY WHEN IT APPEARS IN 
THE PAPER. The Daily assumes no 
financial responsibility lor errors, ordam- 
agedue to errors. Adwillre-appearfree 
of charge upon request if information is 
incorrect due to our error. The Daily 
reserves the right not to print any clas- 
sified ad. 

1 - Housing 

Adjacent McGill 3’/«, pool, sauna, 
mountain view, balcony. Sublet April 
1 si. $5B8/month, heating included. 849- 
7980 or 484-4792 or 485-1424. 



Sunny, huge, furnished room, in 
modest Westmount house. Share 8 
rooms with 1 non-smoking female & 
two friendly dogs. 481 -5911. 



Sublet Sunny 1’/« close to school, 
nice view. Please call James 849-971 3. 



Heart of Downtown beautifully reno- 
vated apartments at a reasonable price 
3 ’/:, 4'/: available. If interested please 
call 284-5650 or 849-3897. 



Occupational Therapy Student 

femaleneeds placefor January. If inter- 
ested in a roommate for a month please 
call 284-5728. 



2 - Movers/Storaoe 



Moving/Storage 

Closed van or truck. Local and tong 
distance. Ott-Tor-Van-NY-Ra. 7 days 
24 hours. Low rates. Steve 735-81 4B. 

Christmas Gift Wrappers • Crea- 
tive individuals, locations -- Toronto, 
North York, Mississauga, Oshawa & 
Pickering. Managers to $8. 10/hour + 
bonuses. Wrappers to $7.00/hour. 
Wages increase with hours worked. 
Full/Part time, December 1-24. 416- 
538-8588. 

5 - Typinq Services 

Success to all students. Word- 
Perfect 5.1. Term papers, résumés, 
applications. Editing of grammar. 27 
yrs. experience. $1.75/D.S.P„ 7 days/ 
week. Campus /Peel /Sherbrooke. 
Paulette/Roxanne 288-9638-288- 
0016. 

Word Processing. (937-8495) Term 
papers, résumés, forms design, corre- 
spondence, manuscripts (Laser/Fax/ 
Photocopier) 9:00 a.m. -6:00 p.m. (7 
days) (near Atwater) 

Uast, Accurate, Professions J 

sen/ice for student assignments. Com 
puter laser printer. Reasonable rates 
Leave message on T el/Fax 343-5087. 





Fast & Easy word processing: WP5. 1 . 
Will pick-uo & deliver. Call Heather 0 
472-7054. Also dicta-typing. 



Word-processing of term-papers, I 
reports, theses etc. Word-perfect 5.1 ,| 
laser prinler.9years experience. Fast, 
professional sen/ice. Good rates. 
CtoseJo < McGillJ3ri^^ 

Résumés by MBA’s. Student rates, 
ACCIS Forms. Better Business Bureau 
member. 3000+ students served. 
Owner worked for Proctor & Gamble, 
Heinz and General Foods. Prestige (on 
Guy), 939-2200, 

6 - Services Offered 



Hungry for Mom's cooking? I will sell 
you reasonably priced, healthy, home 
cooked meals. Just for you or for a 
party. Call for menu. 688-0213, 

Highly effective résumés/cover 

letters (French-English) designed for 
students. Also editing, translation 
(English-French) and vice-versa, rea- 
sonable rates, 342-8197, 

Best long distance rates! Toronto 
100, Vancouver 120, USA 110. Interna- 
tional 22% to 47% discount. DCI 
Telecom 856-8585 ext. 8585. 

Editing and Tutoring by English 
Ph.D. in Humanities, English and Social 
Sciences. 933-8652. 



Experienced Editor/Creative 
Writer, student papers, theses, 
manuscripts , résumés - tutoring, trans- 
lation Spanish/French/English. Call 
Marian 765-9804/761-5234. 7 days/ 
week. 



7 - Articles For Sale 



Special Offer. Ends Jan. 31 . House, 
8 rooms, Baie D’Urfé $149,900 (mun. 
ev. $1 75,500) 2 car gar. exc. condition. 
Huge lot. Security. Near Macdonald 
campus. Tel.: 457-1209. 



10 - Rides/Tickets 

Cheap Flight Mtl.-London, Ont. 
$160. Leave Dec. 16th return Dec. 30th 
(date flexible). Darcy 842-4559, 

12 - Personal 

(S) Rolling Stones concert tickets. 
Section 5 - stands. Monday Dec. 5. Call 
immediately PM -426-5030 AM - Shirley 
398-6158, 

“Meat markets” no more! 
You choose who to talk to. 
Hot & Wild to Meek & Mild. 
All lifestyles welcome. 
Trilingual line. 
Women record ads for free. 
1-800692-6393 ext. 577. 
18+ , TT telephone a must. 
Call now for fun! Canada’s 
HOTTEST Date Line. 
1-900451-3534 ext. 577 
$1.98/min. on telephone bill 

13 - Lessons/Courses 



ARE YOU STUDYING FRENCH? 

DO YOU WANT TO ACCELERATE THE 
GROWTH OF YOUR VOCABULARY? THEN TRY 



RENCH VOCABULARY INSTRUCTOR 

educational software for the IBM PC and 
compatibles. With over 6,500 entries FV1 
is the most comprehensive vocabulary 
development tool available. You can focus 
on areas of interest, such as business and 
finance, dining, entertainment, medical and 
anatomical terms, etc. All for only $19.95 
(check or money order). SciTech Data 
Corporation, C.P. 627, Suce. 'A', Montréal, 
Québec H3C 2T8. Requirements: DOS 5.0 
or higher, 640 K, 5 7* " disk drive. 

AMEX /Mastercard call (514) 989-9608. 



THE FINAL ISSUE OF THE 
FALL SEMESTER WILL BE 
PUBLISHED ON DECEMBER 
7™, 1 904. BOOK YOUR AD 
TODAY BY CALLING BORIS OR 
LETTY AT 3BB-6790. 



Learn French Fast 



Choose the day & the time at your 
convenience. Proven method. Once a 
week. Sunday incl. 20 yrs. experi- 
ence. 846-0216 until 1 1 pm. 

LSAT-GMAT-GRE training pro- 
grams. Since 1979 we have success- 
fully prepared thousands of students 
for thesetests.LSAT&GRE programs 
begin during the month of November. 
LSAT & GMAT courses begin during 
the month of January. Call now. 
Richardson 1-416-41 0-7737 or 1 -800- 
567-7737, 

^^^14-Notices^^^ 

ANNOUNCEMENT ■ Volunteer» 
needed to share dog walking lor Son- 
tor living on Sherbrooke near McGill 
University. For more information con- 
tact Carolee or Leigh Ann at 398-6243. 



Audition» are being held for Inter- 
MissionTheatreCompany Nov. 29, Dec. 
3 & 4 . For more info call "Hamlet” at 421 - 
6249. 

McGill Nightline la an information, 
iister.mg and referral service. Open 
6pm-3am, 398-6246. 

LBGM discussion grps.Wed. 5:30 
Bi-Group Shatner423.Thurs. 7PM wom- 
en's grp. Shalner 423. Fri. coming-out 
5:30 & General 7PM, 3521 University. 



Pharmacist 
A. Goldstein 



We Honour the new 
McGill Prescription 
Insurance Plan. 

No Hassles - Show your LD. 

serving students since 1938. 



455 Sherbrooke St.W. 

849-6019 











THE MCGILL DAILY 



ADVERTISE IN 

BOOK YOUR SPACE IN OUR TERM END 
‘BUMPER ISSUE’ ON DECEMBER 7™ 

AND IF YOU ARE ONE OF THE FIRST 17 PEOPLE TO BUY DISPLAY ADVERTISING YOU WILL RECEIVE EITHER 



A FREE 
CD from 





FEATURES 
Teenage Fanclub 
Kill Creek ■Sara Craig 
22 Brides "Dillon Fence 
Frente!»The Levellers 
Fig Dish «House of Pain 
Graphidi Logik 
Black Train Jack 
Front Line Assembly 
Skrew" Pro-Pain 



or cool customized 




boxer shorts 



DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING: 
Wednesday November 30™ 

(Thursday, December 1 st if camera ready) 



Call Now 398-6790 

or visit us at 3480 McTavish - Basement Room B-07 






• ><*. • "• • ‘ . -MW 
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NEWS 



events 

• The Hispanic Studies Students' 
Association presents "El eterno 
femenino" a play by Rosario 
Castellanos, on Friday, Dec. 2 at 
20h00. The play is at the Player’s 



Theatre, Shatner Bldg. Admission 
is $3. Doors open at 19h30. The 
play is in Spanish. 

• The Yellow Door Coffee House 
presents live literature with Jason 
Coatcher and Robert Paquin with 
Michael Brown on Dec. 1 at 



20h30. Doors open at 20h00. 
Admission is $2, Open Stage to 
follow. The Yellow Door is at 3625 
Aylmer between Pine and Prince 
Arthur. Info. 398-6243. 

• “The Harpomaniacs" with Jane 
Gabriels play at The Yellow Door 
Coffee House on Dec. 2. Doors 
open at 20h00 and music begins 
at 20h30. Admission is $2. Open 
mike to follow. 

• The Yellow Door Coffee House 
presents Charlie Sohmer with 
Vince Half-Hide with Andy 
Sheppard on Dec. 3. Door opens 
at 19h30, show begins at 20h00. 
Admission is $8, $6 for students. 

• The Ersklne and American 
United Church will have a service 
of Lessons and Carols for the 
Second Sunday of Advent on Sun. 
Dec. 4. at 19h00. The Church is at 
the corner of Sherbrooke and du 
Museé (Metro Guy). A Freewill 
offering is encouraged. All 
welcome. 

• On Dec. 1 Café Kaballah will 
host a "Folk Stew" with local 
musicians. There will be an open 
mike and scheduled musicians 
starting at 21h00. The Café is at 
68 Duluth est. Free admission. All 
welcome. 

• The Temple Emanu-El-Beth 
Sholom invites all to “Tea and 
Timpani" on Sunday Dec. 11. The 
guest soloist will be Catherine 
Adelman, who will play familiar 
Classical and Romantic piano 
pieces. The performance will be 
accompanied by tea, sweets and 
pleasant conversation at 14h00 in 
the Community Hall. A voluntary 
contribution is encouraged. All 
welcome. 

• "Israel, the Peace Process and 
Diaspora: A Changing Relation- 
ship" is the topic of an Israel 
Briefing Seminar by the Canadian 
Institute for Jewish Research. 

Prof. Frederick Krantz will speak at 
the Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom 
at 4100 Sherbrooke W (Metro 
Atwater). Sunday, Dec. 4 at 
09h30. Bagel breakfast: $3. 937- 
3575. 

• The Jewish Women's Project 
presents a Rush Chudesh Pro- 
gram- a celebration of the new 
Jewish month of Tevet. All women 
are welcome at Hillel, 3460 
Stanley (below Dr. Penfield) on 
Sat. Dec. 3 at 17h45. Refresh- 
ments will be served. 

• Submit to Latitudes- The McGill 
Journal for Developing Area 
Studies. Simply drop off two 
copies of your undergraduate 
paper on developing areas’ issues 
in the Latitudes mailbox, Shatner 
bldg. Photos and graphics also 
needed. 279-5413. 

• L'Opéra de Montréal will stage a 
company premiere of La vie 
parisienne from Dec. 10 to 19 in 
the Theatre Maisonneuve, .Place’ 
des Arts. Tickets start at $21.50 
and are available at the offices of 
the Opera de Montréal, the Place 
des Arts box office and all Admis- 
sion outlets. 985-2258. • 

• The Tall Club-Club des Grands 
de Montréal is sponsoring a social 
event for all women over 5’10” 
and men over6’2". It will be held 
at le Commensal 21 15 rue St. 

Denis (at the corner of Sher- 
brooke) on Nov. 30 at 19h00. 
847-8853. 

• A lecture on "Euthanasia and 
Assisted Suicide" on Fri., Dec. 2 at 



12h30 in Arts 160. Thérèse 
Lavoie-Roux, vice-chairperson of 
the Canadian Senate Committee 
on Euthanasia and Assisted 
Suicide is the speaker. All wel- 
come. 

• McGill Health Services and Peer 
Education present "World AIDS 
Day" on Thursday, Dec. 1. Ben, a 
person living with AIDS, will speak 
about his experiences at 1 1h45. 
Prizes, games and community 
groups will all be present. Shatner 
107/108 from 10h00-15h00. 

• Dr. Rosamund Lewis of Médécins 
sans Frontières (MsF) will speak in 
the Leacock Building, Room 26 at 
18h00 on Wed. Nov. 30. The topic 
is international health and the 
activities of her organization. 
Sponsored by Medical Students for 
Social Responsibility and Osier 



Medical Aid Foundation. 

• The Social Works Students for 
Justice will hold a Strike Commit- 
tee Meeting to discuss participa- 
tion in the January 25 national 
student strike. The meeting is on 
Wed. 30 Nov. in Room 104, 
Wilson Hall at18h00. Call 848- 
0057 or 487-9465. 

• On Thursday, Dec. 1 from 
18h00 to 21h00 the Montréal 
Memorial Holocaust Center along 
with DC Books and DLI Produc- 
tions host the book launch of The 
Aftermath by Henry Lillenhiem. 
This event will take place at the 
McGill University Faculty Club, 
3450 McTavisJi Street. The author 
will be present to sign copies of 
the book. Refreshments will be 
served. Call Judit Kenyeres at 271- 
7040. 




Brecht,, tnm 

HYDRO QUÉBEC présente JEANNE DARK 

avec CATHERINE SÉNART et JACQUES GODIN 

Mise en scène de LORRAINE PINTAL 

Du 15 NOVEMBRE au 10 DÉCEMBRE. Réservations : 866*8667 

THÉÂTRE DU NOUVEAU MONDE. B4, rue Sainte-Catherine Ouest, métro Place-des*Arts 
Du mardi au vendredi : 20 h, samedi : 16 h et 21 h. Info-groupes : 866-8180 
En vente chez Admission : 790-1245. 
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Cuban-Americans blacklist Puerto- 
Rican artist 

Puerto Rican singer Danny Rivera has become the most recent victim 
of a defamatory campaign and boycott in Miami. The campaign is 
directed by people who oppose Rivera because of his past performances 
in Cuba. 

In addition, Rivera has received a veiled threat by Cuban singer Willie 

Chirino, who, in an article, demanded 
that Rivera “define” his stand on Cuba, 
and “if not, pay the consequences.” 
According to Judith Pagani, the pro- 
moter of a concert which took place in 
Miami on November 18, Hispanic radio 
stations “simply have refused all of our attempts to carry out a 
publicity campaign for Danny’s performance... Danny Rivera is pro- 
independence (for Puerto Rico) and for those people, a person who is 
pro-independence is a leftist, and a communist.” 

Marta Garcia, one of the spokespeople for the Puerto-Rican Cultural 
Front in New York, said her organization has received a large number of 
complaints about the treatment of Rivera, as well as many other artists, by 
sectors of Cubans in exile. 

Source: eldiario/La Prensa and the New York Transfer News Collective 

Anti-government protests, 
elections rock Italy 

Millions of Italians went to the polls Nov. 19 in 239 towns and one 
region to elect mayors and city council members. The election was widely 
viewed as a referendum on the popularity of Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi’s rightist government. Early results show Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia the clear loser, while a left-wing alliance and Berlusconi’s coalition 
partners, thefascist National Alliance and racist Northern League, showed 
strong gains. 

The elections followed a week of massive anti-government protests 
and strikes. On Nov. 12 over two million people demonstrated in Rome 
against the increasing dominance of fascists in the cabinet. 

FollowingtheRomedemonstration.hundredsofthousandsofstudents 
protested on campuses throughout the country against a government 
decision to end free university education. Berlusconi’s cabinet has drafted 
a resolution that would establish massive fees for students wishing to attend 
college. The country’s three largest labor federations have called a general 
strike for Dec. 2 to force the government to resign and call new elections. 

Source: People’s Weekly World 

Massive evictions carried out by 
police in India 

The brutal demolition of pavement communities from Mahim to 
Matunga in Bombay City since the morning of November 14 have 
rendered 5,000 people homeless in India. While the state celebrated the 
birthday of Jawaharlal Nehru, its First Prime Minister (aka Children’s 
Day), 1,500 children lost their homes. 

The Bombay Municipal Corporation (BMC) has ambitious plans for 
concretingan entire stretch of road which is lined with homes. The forced 
evictions are being carried out by the local Municipal authorities, sup- 
ported by a massive police force. 

In protest of the death of a four year-old girl, people threw stones at 
vehicles passing by and caused a road block. This is the same community 
which faced massive evictions in 1981, when people were thrown out of 
city limits. 

Source: YUVA, Bombay 







